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ABSTRACT

Razashasira (Science of Mercury) is a unique branch of dyurveds which deals with
the pharmaceutics of medicines out of minerals, metals, animal products ete. Makshika (Cop-
per pyrite) is one such mineral included among eight AMaharasa (group of eight minerals) and
used since time inunemorial in treating various diseases like pandu (Anemua), kushta (Skin
aillments), prameha (Diabetes) ete. Makshika (Copper pyrite) is the most abundant copper
bearing mineral whose references are scattered in various Rasashasira texis like Rasae Taran-
rimi, Rasa Ratma Samuchava, Rasendra Purana, Anandakanda, Rasarnava, and so on. The
current article is to highlight different reterences of Makshika (Copper pyrite) in Rasashastra

{Science of Mercury) texts under one roof.
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INTRODUCTION

Rasashastra (Science of Mercury) is
described as dywrvedic pharmaceuntics which
mainly deals with drugs of minerals, metals,
animal and plant origin, their pharmaceutics
and their therapeutic uses. Various pharma-
centical procedures such as Shodhana (Puri-
fication), Marana (iocineration), Satwa pa-
tana (extraction of the essence), Amritika-
rana (to enhance quality of medicine) etc.
are employed to make these drugs deemed
to be administered intemally. Makshika
{Copper pyrite) is one of the Maharasa
{group of eight minerals) which is said as
Prana (life) of Parada (Mercury). As ex-
plained in Rasa Rarma Samuchaya it acts as
Rasayana  (immune modulator), wrishya
(aphrodisiac) and cures various diseases'.
Makshika has great importance in both deha
vada (medicinal purpose) and dhatu vada
{conversion of lower metals into higher

metals). But the available references are
scattered in different texts and there is a
need to gather them at one place for superior
understanding and the proper usage of the
drug for the betterment of mankind. Hence
an effort is made in this regard to gather all
the available references of Makshika in this
review article.

My thological origin of Makshika (Copper
pyrite):

The mythological origin of Makshika (Cop-
per pyrite) is explained as follows:

& Makshika (Copper pyrite) is said to have
its origin from the drops of blood falling
from the wound in the injured sole of Lord
Krishra. The wound in the sole was cansed
by an arrow arched by a hunter by confusion
with the animal when he was in voganidra
{deep sleep) in the forest, after completing
his duty in Mahabharata. *

o The Kanchana Rasa ie Makshika (Cop-
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ABSTRACT

Swamamakshika is one among Maharass (Great minerals), on reviewing the Apurvedie classics, it is
ayident that therapeutic use of Swarnamaksika [Copper Pyrite) has besn In practice since ssmiuca
kalz (30068 C- 603 BC) perod Seemamakshive (Coppar Pyrite)  used since time immemaral in
treating variaus diseases bke pandy (Anemia)l, kishita [Skin allmeants), prammaha (Diabetes) and it &5
best Rasmyama (Immuno-modulatory} etc, Swarma Makshike (Copper pyrite) s the mest abundant
copper bearing mineral. Swarnamarshika (Copper Pyrite) wes prepared according to the Syurvedic
classieg and subjacted to various bhasme parikshas [Powder test) g5 axplained in Rassehastra (Indian
Slchemiy) bext and also including the Bamburd Phased Spot Test one of the gualitative tests described
for warious Ayurvedic preparations of Bfasme [Powder). NEST halps differentiate batween parity of
the sample, and thus identify, various bhasmas, It depends wpon the pattern of the spat, which
diavelops after a spedfic chemical reaction, Sample of Swarng Makshika Bhesma, [Swarnamakshika
pawdar) which was tested with NPST the thasmas (#shes) prepared in aur college, produced the most
accurate results.

Koy words: NPST, Swarmamakshiva Bhasma, Copper pynte, Namburi Phased Spot Test,
INTRODUCTION importance and their Bhasmas [Ashes) are used
independentiy and thair use of compounds also exists
Swornomokshika  (Copper Pyiltel B one  among
idofarasas Jgroup of nineral), whach has ghen vary
much importance in both  Dbeteveds (stage of
corwersion of lower metals into higher metal) and
Dehovody (stage of medicing preparanon). It s a

In Indian chemistry tha minerals of medicinal value
ara classified as fose, Mohargsa, Upgrosa, Sadheranp
rosa (Groug of minerals), ete, Every member of these
different groups, after purification and comeersion
intoa colloidal form, may be used individually and
independently or in a combined farm, The members

of the Moharasa group specially have  their compeund of copper, iran and sulphur long with so
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Tamra  hhesmo (copper) pretreared by Gandhekn
[sulghur) and Louha [iron) in its original form, It has
been explamed that i used without shodhano
[purification)  causes  Akshivikpras  leye disease),
fandagn Jundigetion), Koshfg [Skin ailments) etc,
disorders. Hence shodhana [purification) ls necessary
for L Branch of Ayuededa Howeves, In this
compatitive, commercizlized world the guality of a
bhasma {ashes) |s abways open 10 questlon to us. For
Bhvasimsr Jashes) quality assessment, varkous bhasmo
Darikshes (tastsp hawe  bean  described in o
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Paracda bhasma (mercury calx) s one of the
nous foarmulations mentioned In Rasashastra
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